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were successful, thanks to the support of the Socialists
and the adhesion of a section of the Radical demo-
crats. But the Federal resolution had still to obtain
the sanction of the people, and with few exceptions
the Radical newspapers recommended their readers to
vote " No." In spite of their eloquence the resolu-
tion was adopted, and the result of the poll clearly
showed who were the partisans and who the opponents
of democracy.

The Journal de Geneve contained the following
paragraph on the day after the voting of the 5th of
July 1891: " Three cantons, Aargau, Thurgau, and
Vaud, and two half cantons, Rural-Basle and Appen-
zell (Outer Rhodes), have been the only ones to vote
'No/ In all these states the majority is Radical.
There are also very large minorities against the
initiative in the Radical cantons of Berne, Schaff-
hausen, and Neuchatel. If we except Basle-City,
Solothurn, and Geneva, the largest majorities in
favour of the resolution have been given in the
Catholic cantons. We might say that the revision
which has just been carried is the work of the opposi-
tion, supported by a section of the Radicals, who act
consistently with the democratic principles which
they profess."1

But the Radical majority had already shown on a
previous occasion in the Chamber how little sympathy
it had with the " rights of the people." That was in

1884, o:CL the day after the referendum of the i ith of
May, when the people rejected four laws at once.

^On the 6th of June three members of the Right,
MM. Zemp, Keel, and Pedrazzini, raised a demand in

1 Journal de Genbve, July 7, 1891.